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general uſe 


To the READER. 


"H E rus of Editions the Sermon N 


as gone through, which is the ground 


der of the Jollnoing Diſcourſe, is a ſu „ 
ciont prosf of the opinion entertained of 
Ai uſe ſulneſs. But as it was originally 
deli vered on a particular occaſion, there 
doe many things i in it proper to that occa- 
fon, "which it has now been thought more 
convenient to omit, Other points have been 
| enlarged upon, and alterations made, of _ 


a indeed, but. with a : ſherinl oye 
Jo tho evigenrioe of > Duriſb, abounding i 


207 Sectaries and Diffenters fre 


_ eſtabliſhed Church; ſome of whom are apt 5 
10 think ſlightly of our excellent Liturgy, 
and indeed of all preſcribed Forms of Prayer 


__ whatſeever, and to promote in others the 


| like unfavourable opintons and prejudices, 
It is hoped however, that from a ſerious 
and candid peruſal of this little Tract theſe 
' prejudices may be ſoftened and in ſome | 


meaſure removed ; that the honeſt and wwell= 


meaning Chriſtian, of whatever religious 
. denomination, may be convinced 40 the es 2 


5 ( 1 
.  finableneſ of averſhipping Gol 7 in COMM 


=  bya ſettled Form, and may be prevailed on 


70 Join with us in our public devotions ; and 


e thoſe who are already attached to this 
muode of worſhip, whether from education or 
principle, may henceforth not content them 
ſelves with attending the ſervice as a mere 
matter of form ouly, but may concur in it 


 wvith their whole heart and foul and body, 


gagỹ4cording to the directions here laid down 


- for their godly edification. This will effec= 


__ fually anſwer the end of Him, ho moſt 


5 _ affectionately Wiſhes well to the ſalvation of 


all men, and is more eſpecially concerned to 


3 = 40% for and follicit the ſpiritual welfare 7 | 


Jor «kſ> ſervice in particular he 
bath undertaken the revyal and ee 


| Fon 5 tors Es . 


The Excelleney and Uſefulneſs 
of the Common PAT Ex. : 


1 : Cor. xiv. 26. 
Leer ALL: THINGS B E bor 
0 EDIFYING, | 
— 1 E Apoftle i in this chapter having. dic. - 


courſed at large concerning the manner 


Ho worſhip of God, lays it down as a general Rule 
* neceſſary to be obſerved 1 in all ſuch religious meet- 


3 ings, that all things ſhould be there done to the edi- = 
Hing of th:ſe that are preſent in them, For the 


better underſtanding of which Rule it is neceſſary 
to conſider what is meant by the word Edißhing. 


After which we may proceed to examine how far 


that form of public worſhip, which is preſcribed _ 
in the Book of Common Prayer, eſtabliſhed by 
the laws of the land, and appointed to be uſed _ 
in our religious aſfemblies, is juſtified by its con- 
formity to this Apoſtolical Rule and Injunction. 


of holding Chriſtian Aſſemblies for the 32, 


To edify 1 18 4 word of the ſame ſignification as 55 | 


TS to build; and becauſe the whole body of Chriſti- 
ans are often figuratively called the temple a, the 


* houſe d. , the but: ding © of G; in alluſion to this, . 4 


by whatſoever Men are in aty reſpe&t qualified to 


become a part of this ſpiritual building or edifice,  /{ 


that is, Whatever contributes to wake them more 8 


0:3 Cor. i 111. 16 2 Cor. vi. . "Eph: 
„ Tim. hi, x5; Heb. in, 6. hs £ 
„ßßßßͤ 88 


. 21, 22. 


firm and ſolid Chr. flians, more holy, perfect, and 
good than they were before, by that they are ſaid 

5 to be built or edified. And from hence we ſee that 
it is a very great miſlaice for perſons to think, a9 
ſome are apt to do, that they are edified by wilat 
they hear, merely becauſe they are made to know | 
ſonie little matter of which they were before ig- 


5 notant, without deriving any farther improvement 


from it. For Knowledge is then only uſeful, 
Ven it has a proper influence upon our practice; x. 
- otherwiſe, as the Apoſtle ſaith , it only puffeth 
up, Or ſerves to fill the mind with vanity and. 


ſelf-conceit, whilſt Charity is that which edifieth, | 5 
or is of real ſervice in forming the true Chriſtian. 


O | 
So that whatever degree of knowledge we 7919. 


attain, we never can be ſaid to be edified by it 
ſarther than as it is uſed as a means of exciting 
our Charity or Love towards God and towards 
each other, and of diſpoſing our hearts to all 
holineſs and righteouſnc ſs and goodneſs. And 
that this is the true notion of edifiing, is plain 
from the Apoſtle s own words, where he faith, 
Let no corrupt communication pr oecd cut of Jour | 
mouth, but b hat which is good to the uſe of es. | 
e that it may miniſter grace unto the hearers v. 


tor from hence it is manifeſt, that that conv rf” 


tion only is properly ſaid to wif, which miniſters 
Grace, or helps to make us more pure and hol 
than we were before. And thus we read of edi 
Hing our ſelves in Loves; and building up 5 * 
aur moſt holy fa: ith 1 which phraſes imply the im- 
: - proving ourſelves in thoſe tro Graces, which to- 
gether make up a real and true Chriſtian, And 
5 nohing can be laid to o Fay,” but what tends o 
„ ee e 25, 
l iv. 455 wg SS 4 Jade: ©, 


* 


Tx) 


the exciting and increaſing of them, until we 
come (as the : Apoſtle faith) in the unity of the faith 


and of the knowledge of the Son of God unt, © perfekt 


man, unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulnejs of _ 
Chri/t*; or, are become as Perfect ard complete in 
all the will of God®, as the religion of our great 
Maſter directs and inſtructs us how to be. Hence 


therefore, when the Apoltle faith, Let all things be 
done to 2 :ng, his meaning in br 167 is this, T hat 


in all our Chriſtian Aſſemblies, when we meet 
together to worſhip and ſerve God, ail things are 
8 there to be % done, that we may return home ; 
_ wiſer and better than we came thither; with our 
knowledge of the divine goodneſs a and perfe@tions | 
and of our own duty increaſed, our defires of | 


pleaſing God and enjoying his favour enlarged, 


our love and gratitude inflamed, our fai th 
ſtrengthene d, our hopes confirmed and Every: 
Chriftian Grace and Vir tue fo far quickened and 


© rltivated in us, as to make us both in heart and 


OGilt arc de portment more humble % more boly, 21 


ow” more like to God, than ever we were before. 


Favs much being premifed by v. ay. of blau- 


what is meant by that Edificati 21 Which the 


45 recommends to us; let us now proceed 1 


2 


conſider and ſhew, that the Form of public wor: . 


ſhip, preſcribed in the Book of Common Prayer, 


and directed by the laws of the land to be ob⸗ T 
| ſerved in all Churches and Chapels of this King- ; 


dom in communion with the Church of En land, 


is ſuch as correſponds exactly with the Apoſtles 
Rule, and that all things therein contained are 


dune indeed to edifying. 


Bor before we prove that Form in . 
; which our Church hath e to de * 3 


a > Erb iv, 3. » b cu. iv, 12. ky 
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bo to this Apoſtolical Rule, it is neceſſ; Tary to prove 1 5 


firſt, That the preſcribing a Form in general is ſo. 


For unleſs preſcribing a Form in general be ac- 

_ cording to this Rule, no Form in particular that 
is preſcribed can poſſibly agree with it. Now that 
this Rule doth not ſimply admit, but even require 
the preſcribing of ſome Form, is evident from the 
Rule itſelf, For the Apoſtle herein commands 


the Church of Corinth, and conſequently all 
Provincial Churches, to take care that in their 
religious Aſſemblies all Things be done to edifying. 


But how is it poſſible for any Provincial Church 


to ſee that this be done, except ſhe preſcribes ſome 


certain Form for the doing of it? If every 


Miniſter of a Pariſh ſhould be leſt to his own 


1 55 liberty to do what he pleaſed in his own Congre- 


gation, although ſome perhaps might be ſo wiſe 
and prudent as to obſerve this Rule as well as hex 
could, yet, conſidering the corruption of human 


5 nature, it is much to be feared that others would 


not. At leaſt the Church could not be ſuffici- 


ently ſecure in a matter of ſuch moment that all 
Would; and therefore muſt needs be obliged . 


conſider of, and appoint ſome ſuch Form to be 


> Alſed in all her: Congregations, by which ſhe may 
be fully aff ured that this Apoſtolical Rule is every | 


where obſerved, as it ought to be. And although _ 

we ſhould ſuppoſe, what never can be expected, 

ttmat all the Clergy in every Province ſhould be as 
wiſe and good as they ought, yet it cannot be 

| ſuppoſed that every one of them ſhould under- 


| ſtand what is for the Edification of the People, ſo 


= well as all together. And therefore it muſt needs : 


Wi Synod. or Convocation, and there, upon mature 


be acknowled ed, that the ſureſt way to have this 
Rule e 


Church with their Clergy to meet together in a 


is, for the Governors of everß 


deliberation, 


31. 


| deliberation, to agree upon ſuch form, which 


they in their prudence and Conſciences judge to 


de according to this Rule, Walch the 2 ran 


4 here lays down before the. 
Ay beſides, that the preſcribing a Form in 
5 general, is more for our £Edifying, than to leave 


every one to do what ſeems good in his own eyes, 


we have the concurrent teſtimony, oh oy 
and practice of the Univerſal Church. For 
whatever may have been attempted by a few _ 
ſcattered Fnthuſtaſts, we never have read or heard - 

of any regularly eſtabliſned Church in the world, 
from the Apoſcles days to ours, but what took this. 
courſe. Though all have not uſed the ſame, yet 


e Church but have uſed ſome Form or other, 


And therefore for any man to ſay, that it is not - 


lawful, or not expedient, or not ſo edifying, to 


uſe a Form of Prayer in the public Worſhip of 


| Good, is to ſet up his private opinion againſt the 


general ſenſe of the whole Catholic Church, and 
to make himſelf wiſer than all Chriſtians that ever 

were before him. To do which, without very 

ſufficient and clear grounds indeed, were a pre- 
ſumption and Tolly that deſerves the ſevereſt con- 
demnation. 5 
e it 48 till e more e all this z 3 
* it is not only to make himſelf wiſer than all 


D Chriſtians, but even wiſer than Chriſt himſelf. 1 


For it is impoſlible to preſcribe a Form of Prayer - 
in more plain and expreſs terms than he hath _ 
done it, where he faith, Eben ye pray, ſay, Our 


Father, Which art in Lanta: &e, Luke xi. 2, And: 


ſurely there is no Chriſtian but will acknowledge 
that Chriſt, by whom alone we can be edified, 

knows better what is, or what is not for our in . 
cation, than we or all the men in the world can 

do. Seeing then he hach not only preſcribed a 


943 r 
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form of prayer for his diſciples to uſe, but hath 
expreſsly commanded them to uſe it, we, who 


profeſs ourſelves to be his Diſciples, ought to reſt _ | 
fully ſatisfied in our minds, that the uling „ 


form of prayer is not only lawful, but much 


more for our edifying, than it is poffible for any 
bother way of praying to be. It is ſaid indeed b 


ſome, that Praying by a ſet form damps the Holy 5 


Spirit, and precludes thoſe aſſiſtances from him, | 


which are promiſed us in our petitions. But how 
this can be, doth not ſufficiently appear. For -: 


without 1 inquiring farther at preſent. into the na- 


ture and extent of the aid promiſed us, let us only 
conſider who gave us the promiſe. And if it came 


from Chriſt himſelf, it cannot be ſuppoſed that he 
would have dictated the Uſe of that, which 
ſhould counteract the beneficial effects of his 
pPromiſe. But if the aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit 


be not incompatible with the uſe of the Lord's 


prayer, why ſhould it be thought any more 0 


woith the uſe of any other ſettled form, of one 


eſpecially compoſed” by * ſelect number of the - 
maoſt pious and learned Divines met together in 


the name and by the authority of the whole 


Church; who certainly had full as good reaſon to 


expect che concurrence of the Holy Spirit in 


furthering their well-intentioned and well- con- 
certed endeavours, as any individual Chriſtian can 


have to promiſe himſelf the like aſſiſtance in fram- 


ing his own private petitions; or any ſingle miniſ- 
ter in ordering, either with or without premedita- 


tion, the devotions of his on Parte, and 
diſtinct Congregation ? po 
hour we have not only the Arguments above 
-Mleged to convince us, that the preſcription of a 


form of prayer is the moſt for our general 


Edi Hing; Put- we | have moreover other ſufficient 
1 | | reaſons | 


9 


reaſons collefted from the nature of the thing - 
| itſelf, to ſhew how it comes to be ſo. For, firſt, 
+ order to our being edified, ſo as to be made 
better and holier, whenſocyer we meet together 
upon any religious account, it is neceſſary that 
the ſame good and holy things be always incul- 
cated and preſſed upon us after one and the ſame - 
manner. For we cannot but all find by our own. 


experience, how difficult it is to faſten any thing 


that is truly good either upon our own minds or 
upon the minds of others; and that it is rarely, - 

ift ever, effected without frequent repetitions of it. 
Whatſoever good things we hear only once, or 
now and then, although upon the hearing of 
| them, they may ſwim for a while in our heads, 

yet they ſeldom ſink down into our hearts, M 
to move and ſway the affections; as it is neceſſary 
they ſhould do, in order to our being edified by 

them. Whereas by a ſet form of publick Devo- _ 


: tions, rightly. compoſed, as we are continually 


put in mind of all things neceſſary for us to. 

now or to do, ſo that is done always by the 
| fame words and expreſſions, which by their con- 

ſtant uſe will imprint the things themſelves ſo 
firmly in our minds, that it will be no caly matter 


to obliterate or efface them; but do what we can, 


they will ſtill occur upon all occaſions, which 
| = cannot but be much for our Chriſtian Edifcation. 5 
| Mortoves, that which conduceth to the 
N quickening of our ſouls, and to the raiſing of 
dur Affections in our publick Devotions, muſt 
needs be acknowledged to conduce much to our 
Edification. This advantage indeed is challenged 
by thoſe who chooſe to pray without any ſettled _ 
form at all; becauſe the novelty and variety of _ 
1 expreſſion, it is ſaid, helps to fix the mind and 
5 rouſe the attention; whit the continual repeti- 


tion n 5 


| £ 
| hy. 
4 
4 
4) 
1 


- — en 


: . 5 . 
tion of ls fame form of words i is repreſented : as 
flat and tireſome and diſguſtful to the hearers. 

And true it is, that if amuſement were the only | 

end of Prayer, the continual introduction of a | 

new ſet of words and phraſes, with an azrecable 
variety in the thoughts and turn of addreſs, is 
well enough calculated to ſurprize the imagina- 
tion, to tickle the ear, and work up the mind into 
ſudden and tranſitory feelings, juſt as when we 
hear a new piece of muſick performed, or 2re 

_ entertained with the recital of ſtories full of Un 

common incidents and ſtrange adventures. But. 

how widely different is this from that fleady com- 
poſure of thought, that earneſt application of the 
_ foul, that fixed elevation of the heart to God, 1 

__ which conſtitutes true and ſolid and lively Devo- 
tion? It is here that the external dreſs of words 

is leaſt of all to be regarded, any farther than as. 

. incumbent on us to take eſpecial care. that 
they are decent and proper, and that neither in 
the matter nor ſtyle of our addrefles any thins be | 
| admitted unſuitable to the majeſty of the divine | 
| being, or to the relation which ſubſiſts between 
bim and us. But it is very plain, that when 
I pray after another without knowing beforchand 

what he will fav, in order to pray aright, I-muſt:- 
fFrſt liften to what he is about to utter, and then 
conſider whether what he ſays be 2orceable to 
ſound dottrine, and ſuch both in matter and form 
2s I ought to conſent to and join in; after which, 

— WJ find it to be ſo, I muſt then! join with hi mn” 
in it with my ». hole ſoul. But before this can 
be done to any purpoſc; he is already advanced to 
ſomething elſe, where I have to follow him in the: 

ſame courſe ; by which means though a ſpark of 
proper ſentiment may now and then be lignted up 
; for a moment, i it cannot poſibly have time to bur 


WP | 


is over, 


nay the very beſt of us, feel ourfelves ſtill ſubject 5 
-: to frequent wanderings and inattentiveneſs in our 
attendance upon publick worſhip, it is partly 
our own fault, and partly our infirmity, and in no 
wiſe to be aſcribed to the uſe of an eſtabliſhed _ 
forms, ſince the evil is felt and complained of in 
a much higher degree by thoſe who are accuſtomed 


1 


up into a permanent and invigorating flame. But 5 
on the other hand, when J am to pray by a form 


with which I am already familiarly acquainted, 


and am ſure to meet with nothing but what I can 


heartily. approve, freed from the anxiety and 


trouble of examining as I go along, I have nothing 
elſe to do but to "compoſe my mind for what 
I know will follow in its order; and {till as the 
words are pronounced in my ears, to move my 
heart and its affections conformably to them; to 
humble my ſoul in conſeſſing my unworthineſs, | 
do raiſe my deſires of the good things I pray for, 
do call forth to view the divine excellencies Which 
I adore, and gratefully to recollect the mercics 
wich are the ſpecial objects of my acknowledge- 


4 ments. And thus my whole Soul, being uni- 


formly taken up and employed, receives ſtronger | 


and livelier impreſſions, and ſuch as are infinitely 
: more likely to abide with it, even after the ſervice 
"Bat TX notwithſtanding all this, we all; 


10 an unconfined and extemporary worſhip *, 


Noe is It of ſmall moment to add warmth and 5 
vigour to our prayers, to know that inſtead of 
being confined to the petitions of one ſingle 
Miliin iter, and praying after his peculiar notions | 
F "20d b principles, LOR: whether OT are 85 or 


| Y "OY . | PR from 4 Blackſmith to the Minifters and Elders of : 
the Church of Scotland, p. 62,—65, where Experience is app* aled | 


to tor le ditkerent eſfects of each mode of Woutkip, 


wrong 
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wrong, the greateſt part of the Concregation : may 
want capacity to judge, even if they had jeifure 
for doing it) we join in prayers to which the 
| whole body of the Chutch have already declare 
their aſſent, and which are common to all as wel! 
as ourſelves : fo that we are ſure of having all the 


2 


pious and devout fouls which are members of the 
ſame Church heartily concurring and | Joining With 
us in the ſame petitions and requells. A Cir- 
cumſtance that cannot but contribute much 40: 
our ſatisfaction and confidence. It is pretended 
however, that a fxed Form of praver cannot ve 
| altozether o edifying, becauſe there is no ex- 
pretling in it all that à Congregation may at times 
have occation to offer. Þ ut thy is is a miſtake. For 
the circumſtances and wants of mankind in gene- 
ral are at 2ll times 10 nearly the ſat ne, as to leave 
little room to vary in the m: itter of our common 


petitions. We all have ns at all times to e. onfeſ; 
and to implore God's parden for; v. een e 5 
aſliftance «< * His grac _ e e 6 © to de And 
influence eur conduct; and ha -N need 8 of his con- 


tinvual protection and god prov idence for our pre- | 
ſervation an! ſupport z it is our contact duty to 
pray for all ſorts and conditions of Men according 
to their general and ordinary diſtinctions „and 
thankfully to acknowledge the divine goodnefs EX. 
erciſed towards all. In caſes of extraordinary | 
bleſſings or calamities of a public nature, it may 


perhaps be right to take diſtinct notice of them in 


our public devotions; but theſe caſes happen but 
ſeldom, and when they do, may be provided fc for 5 
by the ſpecial interpoſtion of public authority. 
But on all ordinary occaſions, and where private 
individuals are defirous of a particular recommen- 
dation in the prayers of the Church, it is more 
decent and p ' Oper tO confine ourfetyes to the 1 


3 8 
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„ 5 

of gener al terms, which may eafily be ovided o. 
as to ſuit all Foffible caſes, than to deſcend too 
minutely into particulars, as if we thought God 


could not rightly underſtand our meaning, if we 


did not take care to 5 it to him . dif= 


| tinctly. 


Bor fly, In 55855 to our bei ing elified by. 
our publick Devotions, as it is neccllary that we 
8B know, beforchand what we are to pray for, ſo is it. 

_ neceffary that we afterwards know what we have 
prayed for, when the buſineſs of prayer is over, 
For I ſuppoſe it will calily be granted, that all 
| the godd and benefit we can receive from our 
| _ prayers: is ultimately to be reſolved into God's 
gracious hearing and anſwering of our petitions; 

without which they will come to nothing. But 

there are two things required of us in order to the 5 
obtaining the anſwer of our prayers. Firſt, That. 
| we aſk With an earneſt and fervent delire; to 
| which, as we have ſhewn, a (et form of prayer 
conduceth very much. And ſecondly, That we 
\ truſt and depend on God for granting the good. 

things we defire of him according to the 
miſes which he hath made unto us in Jeſus Chriſt. 
| our Lord. For as truſting in God is one of the 
moſt eſſential acts of Religion we can perform, ſo 
is it that which muſt give life and vigour, virtue . 
and efficacy to our prayers; nor without it have 
we any juſt ground to expect that they ſhould be 
anſwered. And perhaps one great reaſon why 
| Men ere ſo often unſucceſsful in their prayers is, 
| becauſe, when they have prayed, they think no 
more of the matter; and of courſe place not that 
| truſt and dependence upon God which they ought. 

For Truſt in God is not a mere tranſient act of 
| b=lief, nor is it a vain and groundleſs confidence 
[HT preſumpti ion that God will hear us, Whatever 
3 "00," or- however we behave 3 but it is a 


3 rooted. 
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rooted and ſteady principle of conduct, urgins 0 


us to render ourſelves fit objects of his attention 
buy becoming good Chriſtians, and exerting our 


own proper endeavours for the accompliſhment of 


+ © our purpoſes. For God will not liſten to nor 


regard the ſupplications of wicked men, nor is he 
at all concerned to anſwer the petitions of thoſe, _ 
who in the mean time are 'unmindful to do what 
they can for themſelves. So that on all theſe 
accounts it is needful, even after we have prayed, 
that we ſhould confer and bear in mind the 
ſubject matter of our requeſts, leſt haply we fall 
| ſhort of the good things we might have received, 


ED either for want of repoling due truſt in the ine 
geocdneſs and truth, or otherwiſe through our 


dyn culpable remiſsneſs and negligence. _ 5 
Nov it is obvious, that in this reſpect likewiſe 8 


2 ſet form of Prayer muſt be of conſiderable help _ 


and advantage to us. For if we hear another 


utter an extemporary prayer which he never ſaid, 
nor we heard, before, nor ever ſhall do again, it is 
much if he himſelf can remember the whole, or 
even the greateſt part of what he uttered. Much 


leſs can we do ſo that heard him. And if we 7 


cannot poſſibly remember what we prayed for, we 


cannot put forth that degree of reaſonable and 


5 permanent truſt and dependence on God, Wich 
is required of us, in reſpect to the particulars we 
have aſked of him. But if we pray by 2 ſet 
form, we can eaſily recollect ourſelves after Ve 


have prayed, and look over again at leiſure the WM 
ſeveral articles of our petitions, either in a book, _ 
or in our minds, where long uſe has imprinted. 5 


them ſtrongly, and ſo act our faith and confidence 5 
in God, as not only to inſure us ſucceſs in wbat 
We have prayed for, but alſo to the very great 

| furtherance. 9 all thoſe Chriſtian grace and 


virtues, 


N 


virtues „Which! we know will procure us acceptance 
in his ſight. So that on this account alſo this 
method of praying mult needs be the moſt — 5 


we can poſſibly uſe. 


I' HEsSE things being duly weiched: we ma ay | 
now take for granted, That the uſing of. a Form 
e general | in the publick worſhip of God i is agree- 
able to the Apoſtolical Rule, which requireth 
. things to be done to edifying ; and may proceed to 
conſider how far that Form in particular, which 
the Church of England hath appointed to be uſed, 
is fo too. For w Fhich end it will not be neceſ- 15 
ſary to run over each particular word, phraſe, or 
expreſſion in the Commen Prayer; much leſs to 
take notice of and vindicate it from every little 
cavil and except lon, vihich ignorance or malice _ 
may ſometimes make abc ainſt i it. For nothing ever 
yet was, or ever can bo ſaid or written, but ſome- 5 
3 thing or other, ric t Or VI 85 "oy 60101 be urged | 
to its diſparagement. Put it will be abundantly 


ſufficient to recommend it to our uſe and eſteem, 
If it ſhall appear, That the Form of Divine 


Service contained | in the Book of Common Prayer, 
which is now in uſe among us, conduceth ſo 
much to the ediſication of thoſe that uſe it, that 


it agrees exactly with the Rule which the Apoftle 


= preſcribes. And this may fairiy be demonſtrated 
under the four following heads. I. From the 
r e 2. From the Matter or bbc . 
8 From the Method. And, 4. From the 


manner of performing it. For if it be edifying 


in all theſe reſpects, it muſt needs be ſo on the 
whole ; there being nothing in it but what Ay 


; de reduced to one of theſe heads. 


AND firſt, as to the Language in -which the 


whole ſervice is performed, we know that it 


5 Engliſh, the common and vulgar Language g of 


. | the Nation; which every one led” and ſo 
may be edified by it. And this indeed is the 
___ Ground and Foundation of all the benefit we can 
poſſibly receive from our public prayers. And 
_ therefore in the Church of Rome the common 
people are made incapable of being edified by the | 
Prayers of the Church, in that they are all made | 
Rn: Latin, a Language which they do not under- 
tand. So that when they mect to worſhip God, 
there are ſeldom any in the Congregation that = 3 
know what is ſaid there, except the Prieſt that 
reads it, and oftentimes not he neither, By IJ 
Which means they have no ſuch thing really | 
amongſt them as Common Prayer. Neither is it 
Foes poſſible for the common people to be ever edified | 
by what is there ſaid or done; except they could 
once be convinced by it of the horrible abuſe 
5 Which their church puts upon them, in com- 
manding all her publick devoti ions to be perfor med 
in an unknown tongue, directly contrary no- 
only to the rule in the Text, but to the exprels | 
” _ deſig In of the Chapter out of which it is taken. 
5 Bor, bleſſed be God for it, it is not ſo with us; 
for the whole is written and read in that language 
which is co22mon to all the Congregations in the 1 
kingdom, and to every perſon in each Congrega- 14 
tion. So that all the people of the land, whac- = 
| ſoever rank or condition they are of, may join to- 
gether in the uſe of every thing that! is in it, and 
10 be jointly edified by it: eſpecially conſiderine 87 5 
that it is not only in Engliſb, but in common and 
plain Vngliſb, ſuch as we uſe in our common 
Aiſcourſe with one another. There are no unuſual 
1 or obſolete words, no hard or uncouth phraſes in 
it, but every thing is expreſſed as clearly and 
_ plainly as words can do it. So that the meaneſt 
perſon in the Congregation, that underſtands . 
| e 


(5:5) 


the Mother tongue, may reap the ſame advantage 
from it as the greateſt Scholar. 15 
Bur that which is chiefly to be confidercd” in 
1 the Language of the Common Prayer is, that 
itt is not only common, but proper too; that is, 
though the words there uſed are but common 
words, they are ſo uſed, as pr oferly to expreſs the 
things defined by them. This may perhaps at 
fſirſt fight ſeem to be no great matter, yet it is 
a without which we might be ſubverted by that 
which was intended for our edification. For im- 
propriety of ſpeech in matters of Religion hath. 
given occaſion to all, or moſt of the Schiſms, . 
Errors, and Hereſies, that have infeſted this or 
any other part of the Chriſtian Church, as might 
= --- ealtly be demonſtrated. Hence the Apoſtle gave 
Timothy a Firm of ſound wards, and charged him 5 
to hold it faſt “: as knowing that ander the 
words, whereby he uſually expreſſed divine trutks 
were ſound and proper, it would be impoſſible for 
him to preſerve, or to convey to others at leaſt, 
right notions and opinions of the things them- 15 
ſelves. And certainly, if there ever was a Form 
F of found words, compoſed by men ſince the Apoſ= _ 
_ tles? days, our Common Prayer may juſtly claim 
that title; it being all made up of ſuch fit and 
proper, ſuch ſound and wholeſome words, that if 
we but hold faſt to them, there is no- great. pe 
df oür fail ling into any dangerous hereſy. 
ſchiſm. Fer they, being duly conſidered, will 
fo geſt to our minds right and true apprehenſions 
all the articles of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
* not only MAKC us ſound, but build us up ſtrong 
and firm in our moſt holy faith. So that conſi- 
Lering the > platt meſs and perlpicuity, the ſound. 


5 T4 i. 13. 


neſs 


(16-3; 
nei and propriety of ſpecch, the leaſt that can be 
laid of the Common. Prayer i is, that all things in 
it are ſo worded, as 1s molt for che elifying ; Of 
| all 120 that uſe i It; > | 

AND as the Words 1 in 1 the C Common! Pray er ar 

TY as edifying as words can be, o, ſecondly; is 18 

the Aacter c :xpreſied by. thoſe words. For there 

is nothing in it but what ; is proper for our edifica- 
tion; aud all things that are, or can be for our 

edi licacion, are plainly to be found in it. Firſt, 

1 ſay there is nothing in our Liturgy but. wh at is 


proper for our Edification. There are no ſuch 


Hualbles in it, or endleſs Goncalegies, which (as the 
Aboſtle fun) minijler ueftions, e than 


” gidly Ef) %ig. There are none of thoſe vain _ 
4b Tp utatic 11s 5 and imp ertin2nt controverſie 85, which 7 : 
: "Das = Gf ia e. en raiſed | in the Ki lurch to. it's | 


great git chance, rache than its Edification. 
There are no new opinions, nor airy ſpecu llations 
it, which terve only to tickie mens cars, and 
pleaſe their fancies, ny ſo divert their choughts | 
from what they are about. Look it all over 


Without prejudice or partality, conſider 159 


_ every thing that is in it, and you will find nothing 


aſſerted, but what | is contonant to God's word; 


nothing pray ed for, but according to his promiſe; 
nothing repreicnted as a duty, but what! is agree- 
able to ee n 10thing ſaid or done, but 
What is grave and ſober, fo!/emn and ſubſtantial ; 

nothing but what becomes the worſhip of a great 
and. almig thiy, a pure and Hug God; and there- 
fore nothing but W what We dome w ay. or ot the c 
5 be edincd, by. 1 | 535 
e a8 hers is 1 in it bur what 15 

” edi ing, to all things thac are, or can be 1 5 


4 F, Jam. 1. 4. 


N 
are found! in it. For nothing can be neceſſary to 
| edify, or make us ſolid and pe erfect Chriſtians, but 
- what is neceſſary either to be believed, or done, or 
elſe ebtained by us. But there is nothing neceſ- 
ſary to be believed, which we are not taught; a 
nothing neceſſary to be done, but what we are in- 
joined; nothing neceſlary to be obtained, but we 
are made to pray for it in our publick Form of 
divine Service. | 
For, firſt, As to thats ines which are 2s 
ary to be known or believed, it is acknowledged by : 
all. Proteſtants, that they are fully contained i in 
whe” He S-riptures, which make a great, if not 
the greateſt, part of our divine Service; and are | 
conſtantly read over, the Pſalms once every. 


month, the 04 T'tament once, and. the Nes 


 Teftan: ent thrice every year. And all the funda- 
i mental Articles of our Chriſtian Faith, revealed 


in the holy Scriptures, being briefly ſummed up in 


the Apo/iles Creed, that we may be ſure to keep. 
them always in our minds, we have that Creed 
*.'read: and re peated always once, and moſt com- 
monly twice every day in the Year. And ſeeing | 
the Godhead of our blefſed Saviour, the Gong 
tion of our whole Religion, hath. been, and is 
| fill denied by ſome; left we ſhould be led pet 
into ſo dangerous an error, every Sunday and 
Holiday the Nicene Creed is appointed to be read, 
_ wherein the Godhead both of the Son and H lely 5 
Ghoſt is aſſerted and explained. And whereas _ 


ſome over curious and ſpeculative Men have fallen 


into erroneous and falſe notions reſpecting the 


| dodtrine of the moſt holy Trinity, and the Incar- 5 


nation of the Son of God; in order to guard 

againſt ſuch errors, and to preſerve the true Citho- 
lic faith whole and undefiled, it hath been judged 
it to retain and read upon ſtated days in the Year : 
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the Creed called the Athana, fan Creed, wherein the 
_ doctrine approved from Scriptu re by the primitive 
Church concerning theſe Myſterics i is ſet forth in 


as clear and perſpic -uous te rms, as the nature of the 
things will admit; although ill perhaps not very 


jntelligible to ſuch as are unlearned, who are 
Ty therefore not concerned to diſting uiſh in ſuch 
very nice and intricate queſtions, : 


Arp as all things neceſſary to be believed are 


1 ſummarily contained in the Three Creed, fo are 
they frequently explained in other parts of our 
| Liturgy; in ſo much that it would be ealy to 
frame a. compleat. body of Divinity out of the 
whole together; at leaſt of all ſuch things as any 
Chriſtian whatſoever is bound to believe or to 
know, in order to his eternal Salvation. 


Tu ſame may be ſaid alſo of all thoſe things 


Which ve ought to do, For as it is here particu- 
luarly preſcribed to us what we ought to do in 
order to ſerve God acceptably in his houſe of 
prayer; ſo are we likewiſe taught and admoniſhed _ 
what is needful to be learned, in order to ou. 
ſerving him in all other places, So that no Man 
that frequents our public Congregations, where 
the Common Prayer i is uſed, can ever plead igno- 
rance of any one duty whatſoever ; for, if it be 
not his own fault, he may there be inſtructed in 
every thing which he that made him requires of 
him. For here, as was before obſerved, we con- 


ſtantly read the ho'y Scripture, which (as the 


Apoſtle faith) is profitable e for doctriue, for reproof, 


858 correction, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs, that 
the man of God may be Pe. foot, ther oughly furniſhed 


unto all good works*, And ſceing it hath pleaſed 


whe moſt Sig God to comprile his whole Wil, 


A 2 Tim, ili. Ih, 5 - op : 
and 
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and conſequently our Duty, in the ten Commaneb. 
- ments, hence we read them conſtantly every _ 
| Sunday and Holiday throughout the whole Lear: 
by which means every one, that doth not wil- 
fully ſhut his eyes, may clearly ſee, and fully 
_ underſtand, the Sum of his Duty both to God and 
Man. Efpe cially conlidering, that in our Prayers 
| themſelves alſo frequent mention is made of all 
thoſe vices which ought to be avoided, and of all 
thoſe £00 od works which ought to be performed by 
us. $6 that we can never come to Church with- 
out deine ſtill put in mind both of what be 
ought, and Wat we enght net 70 ao, that we may be : 
ſaved; -: 
2: AND farther, as 8678 is nothing neceſſary to. 
be known or done, but we are taught it, ſo 
neither is there any thing neceſſary to be ob: ind. = 
to make us either holy or happy, but we pray . 


it in the Common Prayer. For here have we the 


Lord's Prayer, a prayer compoſed by wiſdom itſelf; 


and therefore it muſt needs be the molt perfect KP: 1 
divine prayer that ever was made. Neither do 


we uſe it only once, but in every diſtinct iervice 


of the Church, in our Prayers before we read : 


the holy ſcripture, and in our prayers after: to- 
wards the end of the Litany, and in the beginning 
of the Communion Service, and in every Office 
of our Church beſides. And the reaſon is, be- 

cauſe although our Saviour hath not forbidden us 


to uſe any other prayer than this, yet he hath _ 


 expreſsly commanded us to ſay this, whenſocver we e 
pray. And therefore, in obedience to his com- 
mand, our Church hath wiſely ordered, that in 
every ſolemn addreſs. that we make to the eie 
8 ae we always ay this paper! leſt Wee | 


3 Luke: xi, * 


3 20 * 


| by 1 the tranſgreſſion of his command in omitting 
this, we make all our other prayers to be inet 
fectual. And beſides, by the uſe of this amongſt 
our other prayers, we are always ſure to uſe one 
prayer, both abſolutely perfect in itſelf, and moſt _ 
acceptable to him to whom we pray; it being a 
prayer of his own dictating. So that we ſneak 
_ unto God in his own words; and may therefore 
be confident that what we alk of him 18 e 5 
according to his own will. 255 
Ap though all things neceſſary for us s be vir- 
tually contained in the Lord's Prayer, yet our 
Church, in conformity to the practice of re 
5 Catholic Church in the pureſt ages, hath thought 
good to add ſome other prayers, in which a 
ſame things are more particularly expreſſed and 
deſfired at the bands of our great and moſt boun- 
tiful Benefactor. All Which are ſo contrived, 
that there is nothing evil or hurtful to us, but 
we pray againſt it; nothing good or uſeful, but 
we pray for it. There i is NO vice or luſt, but we . 
deſire it may be ſubdued in us; no grace or 
virtue, but we pray that! it may be planted and made 
to gtowi in us. Inſomuch, that if we do but con- 
ſtantly and ſincerely pray over all thoſe prayers, 
and ſtedfaſtly believe and truſt in God for his 
anſwering of them, and ſtrenuouſſy exert our own 
. endeavours for the ſame purpoſes, we cannot but 


be as real and true Saints, as happy and bleſſed 


_ Chriſtians, as it is poſſible for us to be in this 
world. Neither do we here pray for ourſelves 
only, but according to the Apoſtle's direction, 
we make ſupplications, prayers, interceſſions, and 
TY giving of thanks for all men a; yea, for our Ve! F. 
e mite, as our Saviour bath commanded us. 


| of it. 


is to be obſerved concerning his Pr rayers : in 


0 
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And what more can be deſired than all this, to 


make the matter of our Common Prayer edifying 
either to ourſelves or others? Nothing certa inly, 


but Truth and Sincerity of heart in the uſing ; 


BeFoR? we quit this lis ad. one ching nos © 


Se 
neral; which is, I hat they are not carried on in 


one e ne diſcourſe, but divided into many 


ſhort prayers, or Collects, ſuch as tha is, which 
our Lord himſelf compoſed ; and that micht be 
one reaſon why our Church ſo ordered it, that ſo 


ſhe might follow our Lord's exaraple, who beſt 
knew what kind of prayers were fitteſt for us to 


_ uſe. And indeed we cannot but all find by our 
oven experience, how diffcult it is to keep our 


minds long intent upon any thing, much more 
upon ſo great things as the Object and Subject of 


E gur prayers ; but do what we can, we are RH - 
liable to diſtractions. So that there is a kind of 

| neceſlity to break off ſometimes, to give ourſelves _ 

A2 breathing time, that our thoughts being looſened 
for a whi lle, they may with more eaſe and leſs 
danger of diſtraction be tied up again, as it is 

| neceflary they ſhould be, all the while that we 
are actually praying to the ſupreme Being and — 
Lord of the World. 


BxrsiDEs which, in order to the performing of | 


dur Devotions aright to the moſt high God, it is 
neceſſary that our ſouls be poſſeſſed all along with 
due apprehenſions of his greatneſs and glory. 


To which purpoſe our ſhort. prayers contribute 


very mucl 1 For eve cry one of them beginning 
with ſome of the properties or perfections of God, 


and ſo ſuggeſting to our minds right apprehenfions . 
nim at firſt, it 15 caly to preſerve them in our 
minds 


ge.. 
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ind during a ſhort ſpace of prayer, which in 2 
long one would be apt to ſcatter and vaniſh away, 
Bor one of the principal re: ions, no doubt, 
why our public Devotions are, and ſhould be 


divided into ſhort Coliects, is this: Our bicked 


1 Saviour hath often told us, 1 hat whatſoever we 


aſk in his name, we mall receive; and ſo hath 


directed us in all our prayers to make uſe of his 


name, and to aſk nothing but upon the account 
of his merits and mediation for us; upon which 
all our hopes and expectations from God do 
wholly and ſolely depend. Hence therefore it 
cannot but be judged neceilary, that the name of 
Chriſt be frequently inſerted in our prayers, that 
ſo we may lift up our heart unto him, and act our 
faith upon him for our obtaining of the good 
things we pray for. And accordingly we ſee it is 
in the Common Prayer; for whatſoever we aſk of 
| God, we preſently add, Th rough Jeſus Chriſi cur 
Lord, or ſomething to that purpoſe; and fo aſk 


nothing but according to our Lord's direction, 


even in his name. And hence it is that our 
Prayers are all ſo ſhort ; for take away the conclu- 
lion of every Collect or Prayer, In the name e, 
Christ, and you may join them all together, and 
make them but as one continued Prayer. But this 
would be doing our prayers a very eſſential diſter- 
vice, in taking away that which gives them their 
full force and energy, and ſo making them ine 
fectual to the purpoſes for which they are uſed 
For aſſuredly the aſking of all things in the name 


of Chriſt, as we do in the Common Prayer, is the 


only ſure way to obtain what we defire, and by 


+ _ conſequence the moſt e wa) of priging: that 

can be. e 
V thi ing to be conſide red in 
15 Cor: ved Fre 5 is the Method, which 1 is acmir: 


| und as edifyin if poſſible, as the Zatter itſelf. 
Of which a ſhort ſketch may ſuffice to he not 


only the Reaſonableneſs, but the Excel! ene of it 
throughout. 


and devout Cuariſtians (ſuch as we all ſhou!d be) 
met together to perform their public Devotions to 
. Almighty God; every one af whom having lift 

up his heart privately unto him already, imploring 


1 


Le. us then fapnoſe a Coneregation of tober 


his aid and aſſiſtance in the performance of ſo 

1. a work, they are all now ready to enter upon 
The firlt thing done is, to read ſome Sentences 

of | holy Scripture, that ſo we may begin our 


Hevotions in God's own words. And theſe 
| Sentences are all ſuch as are intended to put us in 
mind of our Sins agai.:t him, and of his promiſe 
to pardon us, if we truly repent of them; that 
ſo we may preſent and carry ourſelves before him 
with that reverence and godly fear, which be- 
| cometh thoſe who are ſenſible of their own vile 
' nels and unworthineſs to approach fo great a 
majeſty; and likewiſe with that faith and humble 
confidence, which becometh thoſe that believe, 
that he upon our repentance will forgive us our 


fins, and accept both our perſons. and perform= _ 
ances according to the Promiſes Which he hath 


| made unto us, 


Then follows a grave Ke e concerning by 
the end of our preſent aſſembling, which is of 
great uſe, and ought never to be omitted. For 


Men are generally too apt to ruſh into the preſence 
of Almighty God, without duly conſidering what 
they go about. Whereas this Exhortation (which 5 
on the part of the People ſhould be attentively 


liſtened to, not repeated) puts us upon conſider- 
ing the reatneſs of the work we are now engaged 


EEG in, 


- ere confefling. and bewailin 
the Lord our God, the Miniſter ſtands up, and, 
in the name of God, declares and pronounces to 

all thoſe who truly repent, and unfeignedly believe 
dais holy Goſpel, The Abſelutim and Remiſſio of all 
heir fins. This, though ſpoken alſo in general 
terms, and not to be repeated after the Miniſter, 
as ſome ignorantly do, yet every particular perſon 

_ preſent ought to apply to himleif, ſo as to be fully 

perſuaded in his own mind, that if he doth but 

. ee Tepents: and believe the Goſpel, he is 


- 
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in, and ſo upon com 'ofing our thou. hte, and pre- 1 
paring ourſelves for the due performance of it. 


Our Minds being thus brought into a right 


ho frame and temper for it, we all, both Miniſter and 
People, proftrate ourſelves. in all humility before 
5 the moſt high God, Conſeſſing upon our knees the 


manifold fina and wiclkednef that we have com- 


| mitted: againſt him. Which Confeſſion | is ſo con- 
trived, that all, and every Perſon in any Congre- 


gation whatſoever: may join in it, For it runs in 


_ general terms; and yet ſo too, that every particu- 
lar perſon may, and ſhould in his own mind conte(s 
and acknowledge his own fins, which he Knaus 
himſelf to be guilty of; as when he repeats the 
Words, Ve have left undone. thoſe things which ou 
buht to have done, and we have ame thiſe 771 
obich we ourht not to have dine. At the 1 {aying c of: 
this, every one ouzht to call his own fins to re- 
membrance, what dutics he knows himſelf. to 
have omitted; and what vices he knows himſelf t 
have committed, and to confeſs them accordinely - 
unto God. And having thus confeſted our fins 
to God, we preſently implore his merey in the 
pardon of them, and his grace, that for the future 
Ve may forſake them. : 


Ann whilſt we are thus upon our nes, 


g our ſins before 


perfectly 


4. 25 . 
rfedtly ebſelved from all his Sins by God himſelf; . 

according to the promiſes which he hath made to 

S Mankind | in Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. {© 

Ap now looking upon ourſelves as ako |; 


| from our fins, upon our repentance and faith in 
Chriſt, and, by conſequence, as reconciled to 


| God, we take the boldneſs to call him Father, 
: humbly addrefling ourſelves to him in that divine 
form of prayer which Chriſt himſelf hath given 
us. Which done, we lift. up our hearts and 


voices unto God for his aſſiſtance of us in what 7 


we do, in the words of David, the Miniſter 


crying out, O Lord open thou our lips, and the _ | 


2 People anſwering, And our mouths fhall ſhew forth © 
% praiſe. The "Miniſter again, O God make ſpeed _ 
ls ſave us; the People, O Lord, make haſte to help us. 
And immediately we all lift up our bodies alſo, 


and ſtand upon our feet, putting ourſelves thereby 5 


into a proper poſture for praiſing and magnifying | 
the eternal God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 


for his infinite mercy and goodneſs wards wx 


ſor which purpoſe the Miniſter firſt ſaith, or ſings, 


the Gleria Patri, Glo- y be to the Father, ad to the. 


Son, and to tie Holy Ghoſt; and the People, to 
 thew their conſent, anſwer, As it was in the begin- 


ning, is now, and ever ſball be, world without end, 


Amen, But not thinking this to be enough, the 


| Miniſter again calls upon the People, ſaying, 


i Praiſe ye the Lord; and the People anſwer, The 

Lord's name be praijed; and then we go on to 
_ praiſe him together, laying, or ſinging, the ninety 
t1{th Pſalm, O come, let us ſing unto the Lord, let us 
heartily rejoice in the ſtrength of our ſalvation, & c. 
And from thence we proceed to the Pſalms ap- 
pointed for the day. After every one of which, 
to teſtify our belief in the holy "Trinity, and our 
icknowledgement of. that infinite Love and 

| "$5 = ' 2609ne(s 
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5 Goodnels which every one 1 thoſs divine Perſons 
Hhhhath manifeſted to us, we repeat that incompara- E: 
CRE: ble hymn, Glory be to the Father, Re. 


Ovr Hearts being thus raiſed up to God i „ 


5 praiſe and admiration of him, we are now ina fit 
temper and diſpofition to hear his holy word, and | 
therefore have a Chapter read out of the Ola 7% 
tament, in the ordinary courſe; except upon 
Sundays and Holidays, when more people attend- 
ing the publick worſhip of God, than can con- 
veniently come upon other days, ſome ſelect por- 
tion is read proper for the day, and ſuch as is 
7 judged moſt edifying to all who are preſent. And 
having thus heard God ſpeaking to us in his 
holy word, we preſently begin anew to praiſe _ 
a for ſo unſpeakable a mercy, ſaying, or fſing- 
ing, in the Morning, the Te Deum, one of the = 
moſt heavenly and feraphic hymns that ever was 
compoſed by man; orelfe, the Song of the three = 
Children, which is nothing but a paraphraſe upon 11 
that which David ſang ſo often upon earth, and 
which the holy angels ſing e in heaven, = 
even Hallelujah, Praiſe ye the Lord. Whercin _ 
we being all ſenfible how far ſhort we ourſe ves 
come of praiſing God ſufficiently, we call upon. 
all the Creatures of the World to do it, Bit ze | 
the Lord, praiſe him, and magnify lis name for even. 
„ In; the afternoon, we fing the Magnificat, or Sang 
„/ the Bleſſed Virgin Mary, or elle the Ninety- 
eighth Pſalm; both which, being taken out of 
_ God's own word, cannot but be very pleaſing 4 and : 
5 Wed unto him. „„ 


After this, our Souls being got upon the wing 


Ee azain, and ſoaring aloft in the contemplation of 


the divine perfections, we are now rightly qualified = 


to hear and receive the ſublime myſteries of the 


8. fp}. We have therefore a a Chapter or Portion 


e 


| of the N 70 7 aument read to us. And being then 


revived. as it were with the goOd tidings 1 the 


goſpel, and filled with admiration at the inhnite__ 
_ goodnets of God therein revealed to us, we natu- _ 
rally break forth again into praihng and adoring 
him, in the Song of Zacharias, or elſe in the 
| hundredth Pſali, in the morning; and at evening, 
in the ſixty- ſeventh Pſalm, or clle tbe Song of : 
| Simeon, ſtill. concluding with giving Glory to. the 2 
5 Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. Z 
HFaving thus heard ſome part of God's 8 Word 
read to us, and expreſſed our thankfulneſs to hin 
for the mercies therein recorded, in order to fignity - 
our Aſſent, not only to what we have heard, but 


10 the whole Scripture, we all with one Hott” 5 
5 and voice make profeſlion of our Chriſtian faith 
in the Ape/ile's Creed, thereby ack nowledoins our 


: ſelves to be the Ditciples of Chriſt, and that us 5 


Ve were at firſt baptized, fo we {till continue to 


Holy Ghoſt, one God blefled for evermore. 


believe in the name of the Father, Son, 


und | 


11THERT®O we have been meſtly taken up „ with. 


| „ our ſins to God, imploriuy x his mere 


in the forgiveneſs of them, hearing bis moſt holy 


word, acknowledging his goodneſs to us, und ; 
S | praiſing and magnifying his name ſor it. By 


which means, except we have been extremely : 
wanting to ourſelves, our hearts cannot but be ſo 


united and fixed upon God, that we are now 


. rightly diſpoſed to make known our wants, and 


preſent our ſupplications before him, This there- 5 


fore is the next thing we proceed to. But ſeeing 
that neither Miniſter nor People can poſſibly do it 
aright, without the affiſtance of God himſelt, 


therefore each of them firſt prays for his ſpecial. 
- preſence with the other; the one ſaying, The Lord _ 


be with vou : the Ayer, And with thy Spirit. And 
Oy ow vs FFT 


appointed for that purpoſe. 5 
aud Fridays, (upon which days the Primitive 
Church uſed to perform their more than ordinary 
Devotions) as alſo upon the Lords Day, in the 
morning, we do it in the Litany, and in ſuch „ 
Litany, as comprehends all and every thing a 
Chriſtian can ever need to deſire of e Ged, is, 
either for himſelf or others, . 


1 


then i falling down upon our knees, We 
adore and ſupplicate each perſon of the moſt bleſs- 5 
ed Trinity to have mercy upon us; Lord, have 
mercy upon us; Chr t, have mercy upon us; Lord, have 
OO mercy upon us. After which we addreſs ourſelves 
to God in the words which he himſelf hath put 
into our mouths, ſaying the Lord's Prayer; Which 
ended, the Miniſter and People by turns lift up 


their hearts to God in ſome ſhort and heavenly : 


| cJpqaculations, ſtriving as it were to outvie each 0 
other in prevailing with the Almighty to pour 
down his bleflings. upon us. And then in a2 


bumble and ſolemn manner we join together in fup- _ 


plicating his divine Majeſty for his grace and 

| favour, his defence and protection, his mercy and 
bleſſing, for ourſelves, for the King, for the 

Royal family, for the Church, and for all Man- 


wind; and this we „ do i in the Collects 
ut upon Medneſdays 


Upon Sundays and Holidays we ent proceed 


| to the Communion Service. But as this was in⸗ 
tended for a diſtindt Service, ſome conſiderable in- 
terval ſhould always be allowed to intervene, 
wich may be employed either in ſinzing Pſalms, 
or in ſilent maditation and recollection of what 
wie have been about. Approaching then to the 
Lord's Table, if convenient, we begin with the 
Lord's own prayer; and after another ſhort praver 
to Gdd to cleanſe the thoughts of our hearts b. 
- he: Rs 8 of his Holy Se the Ten Conte 


mandments, 


29 ) 
5 manaments, which 8 hath injoined us to dbteree, = 
are audibly recited; and after every Command- 
ment we alk of God mercy for our tranſgreſſion 


| of his law for the time paſt, and grace to keep 


the ſame for the time to come; ſaying, Lord, have 
mercy up37 Us, and incline cur hier ts to keep this law. 


5 And then after a Prayer for the King, and the 8 


Collect for the day, the Ebiſile and Goſpel are 
read, that is, a ſhort paragraph taken for the moſt 
part out of the Canonical Eni/tles, and another 
taken always out of one of the holy Goſpels; which 
Was the antient way of reading the Scripture, | 
| before it was divided into Chapters. And this is 


no done in order to prepare us the better for the _ 


_ Communion of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, . 


therein revealed to us, But ſeeing we neither do, - 
nor can read over the whole Goſpel at one time, we 


repeat the ſubſtance of it in the NMicene Creed, 5 


which it is very neceſſary we ſhould do at this _ 


time, that ſo we may demonſtrate ourſelyes to be 


Chriſtians, and on that account capable of re- 


_ ceiving the moſt holy Communion. _ ; 
Hx that all this w bile hath employed Fine | 
he ought. to do in the Service of our. Church, : 
cannot but find himſelf greatly edified . 
85 Yet however, that nothing may be wanting Which 
may conduce to our E übst ion, immediately after 
the Nicene Creed our C- 2urch hath appointed 
Sermon to be preached ; which, if it contain ſound, 
plain, and practical doctrine, as it Sught to do, 
cannot but be very edifying tas. | L 
Ap now we may well be ſuppoſed to be ſo far 
elite as to be raiſed up to the higheſt pitch of 


: Devotion we can arrive at in this world. and fo. -- + 


are fit to be admitted to the higheſt Ordinance of 
the Church, the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 
es Ang” therefore We now betake ourſelves to it. 


1 
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7 But that we may not appear besen he Lord 
_empty, we firſt ay. up to him ſomething of what 
he hath beſtowed upon us, to be diſpoſed of to 
pious and charitable uſes; teſtifying thereby both 
our acknowledgment of his goodneſs to us, and 
that we have nothing but what we receive from 
| him; and alſo our charity and good will to our 
poorer brethren, And to excite and encourage 
codur liberality, all the while that we are offering, | 
ſome ſelect Sentences of Scripture are read, where- 
in God either commands us to be charitable, or 
eelſe promiſes a bleſſing to thoſe who are fo. And 
then to extend our charity {till farther, we pray | 
for Chrift's whole Church militant here in earth; | 
thus profeſſing ourſelves to be real members of it, oY 
and deſirous to hold communion with it in the — 
puartaking of Chriſt's myſtical Body and Blood. = 
And ſo we proceed to the celebration of that holy 
| Sacrament, in which the Method is fo clear, fo :.: 1 


apparently edifying, that nothing more need be — 
2 2 as of it. 


ONE Remark only ett ee to he ade Y 


i concerning the holy Communion, which is, that 
our Church requireth, or at leaſt ſuppoſeth it to 
de adminiſtered every Lord's Day, and every | 
Holiday throughout the year, as was practiſed in 
the primitive Church. For that is the reaſon that 
the Communion Service is appointed to be uſed upon 
all ſuch days, and to be read at the Communion _ 
Table, that fo the Miniſter may be ready there to {| 
| gs it to all thoſe that defire to partake of 


Which ſhews the great care that our Church 


. bak of all her members, that they may be | 
_ edified and confirmed in the faith; to which 
nothing contributes more than frequent Commu- 
nion at the Lord's Table. Which if people 
1 could once e be perſuaded to, they would ſoon find 


gr eater | 


( Jt. + : 


; greater benefit by it, than can eaſily be pelle 


or imagined. But ſince in the preſent ſtate f 
things a ſufficient number of Communicants can- 


not be expected ſo often, it is hoped however, 


that whenever the cuſtomary times of Celebration 
now recur, as few will abſent themſelves as poſſi: 


dle, and deny themſelves the uſe of an nnn 
which is ſo much for their Souls? health. 


FRoM this ſhort and curſory review of we 


| e e Method wherein our Divine Service is 


performed it ſufficiently appears, that in "hw: 


: reſp ect likewiſe it is edifying, very edifying in- 
; "Jeet. The laſt Thing to be conſidered is the 
: . of its performance; by which we mean 


: only the ſeveral poſtures of the Body, as Stand. 
ing and Kneeling, which are uſed in it; for they - 1 


: alſo are done to edifying. . 1 
WòͤIILE we fay or ſing the har, or Pint to 


the praiſe and glory of God, we are directed . 
5 ſland ub, not only to ſignify, but at the ſame time 
alſo to excite the elevation of our Souls towards 


the object of our La For our Souls and our 
| Bodies are ſo intimately connedted; and have ſuch 


an influence on each other, that whatever be- 
| ſpeaks any ſort of affection in the one, has a 
natural tendency to inſpire and promote a like 
habit or diſpoſition in the other. Now a ſitting or _ 

_ reclining Poſture beſpeaks wearineſs and indo- 


| lence in the Body, and a diſpoſition to reſt and 


ſelf-indulgence; whereas an erect Poſition de- 
notes vigor and alacrity, and a readineſs to engage 


in ſome active employment. Hence we riſe and 


ſſtand up in the preſence of great men, our ſupe- 
riors, in token that we have at that time laid aſide 
all regard to our own perſonal eaſe and gratifica- 1 
tion, and are ſolely intent on knowing their piea= _ 
; lure, and executing Fey commands, With how _ 


much 95 


't „ 


much greater 100 then ought we to ſhew this 2 
mark of our reſpect, attention, and zeal, when 
we are actually engaged in the ſervice 'of the 
greateſt and beſt Being in the Univerſe, a ſervice 


too the moſt honourable that can be for: us here, 


and beyond which we can hope for no greater 
reward hereafter ? For much the ſame teaſon alſo 
do we land alſo in repeating the Creeds ; for theſe 
being Confeſſions of our faith in God, as ſuch 
| they come under the notion of hymns or ſongs of 
praiſe to him ; all our praiſing. of God being in 
reality nothing elſe but confeſſing and acknow- 
ledging him to be ſuch as he is, both in himſelf, 
and towards us. Befides, by handing up at the 
Creeds, or when the holy Goſpel is read, we. 
_ tignify our afient to and efteem for tne doctrines 
contained in them, and our teſolution to maintain 195 
them againſt all oppoſition whatſocver. ” 


And as for the Geſpels in particulat;” ber 5 


contain ſome of the principal ads which our 
Lord did, and the words which he ſpaxe whi le on 
earth; how then can we, who profets to receive 
bim for our Lord and Matter, chooſe but ffand 
ap with the greateſt reverence, when we hear him 
. ſpeaking, and liften di! ljgently to the ene 
words which proceeded out of his divine mouth ? 
O the other hand, when we make confeſſion 
"of our ſins and unworthineſs to God, and ſup- 
plicate his pardon, and the grant of whatſoever 


D 


_ elſe we ſtand in need of, we are directed to fall 
low on our knees before him, expreſſing thereby 
our humiliation and lowly dependence. And ſo 

proper, ſo natural is this poſture of 4aceling for 
offending Creatures and Supplicants, that if all 
men did but conſider what they are about, when 
they pray to Almighty God, they could not poſſi- 
a * approach the divine preſence, to offer up their 


petitions, 


C413 


petitions, i in any other: Our bleſſed Lord, tough 
o far exalted above us both in nature and 5 2nity, + 
| hath yet in this particular, as in all other, ſet us 
an example of humility, which it highly becomes 
us to follow. For we find him Auceling on the 
bare ground, when he pray ed to his Father in the 1 
garden a. And fo did St. Paul too, that worthy 
follower of his Maſter, 4neeling down to prayer 
on the ſea ſhore amidit the ſtones and fand 
Who then are we, that we ſhould decline paying 
this homage on our knees, when we addreſs our- 
ſelves to the ſupreme Lord of heaven and earth? 
_ Certainly thoſe who are guilty of ſuch a wilful ne- 
glect, give but too much cauſe to ſuſpect they have 
either very little or no religion at all in their hearts. _ 
For if they had, they durſt not, methinks, pre- 
ſume to carry themſelves no otherwiſe, when they _ 
petition the great Creator and Sovereign of the _ 
{ Univerſe, than as if they were converting with 
one of their Equals among their Fellow-creatures, 
Bruch perſons, it is to be feared, come not to 
Church for any purpoſe of devotion, but merely _ 
for faſhion ſake, or to ſee and be ſeen, At lealt ” 
| when they are there, they perform no fit act of 
| external worſhip or adoration to their Maker, 
nor ſhew him that reſpect and reverence with their 
bodies, which is his due; and ſo give very great 
| offence to all pious and devout Chriſtians. | 


WHEREAS if all and every perſon in the Con- 


gregation would always be upon their knees, when 
they put up their petitions to the moſt high God, 
_ what a mighty advantage would this be, not only _ 

do every one in particular, but to the whole Con- 1 

| grezation in general? For as every one would by _ 
” this means 1 HE 0 his heart more ſtedfaſt and ARES 1 


A | Luke x xXxii. 41. 5 1 d ade xxi. oy 2480 


CE 34 7; : 
in the true FIR and dread of God, and of court? | 
be more ſure of obtaining the good things be 
5 prayed ſor; ſo the whole Congregat ion would alt“ 
be very much edified by ſuch an uniform and 
decent deportment. For by this means we ſhould 
excite and inflame the devotions of each other, 
confirm and ſtrengthen one another's faith, and 
convince both ourſelves and all that ſee us, that 
Religion is indeed a ſerious thing, and that we 
believe it to be fo, by our ſerving God with ſo 


much reverence and godly fear, as this humble 


_ poſture. repreſenteth. Let us then be perſuaded, 
cvery one of us, whenſoever we come together to 
join in publick prayer to God, to do it in that 

awful, lowly, and ſolemn manner, which our 
Church commandeth, and which becometh Crea- 

| tures ſpeaking to a great and Almighty Creator; 

that ſo we may give true worſhip and honour unto. 

Him, and allo reccive that benefit and edification 

. unto ourſelves, which he bach promiſed, and we 
expect from our public prayers; this being cer- I 

tainly the moſt editying Poſture that we Can polli- 


7 * uſe upon ſuch Occaſions. 


Ap now from the obſervations that have been 
made concerning the Language, the Matter, the 
Method, and the Manner of performing Divine 
Service, as contained and preſcribed in the Book 
of Common Prayer, we may fairly conclude, that 
it agrees exactly with the Rule laid down by the 
5 Apoſtle, and that all things are indeed dene in it to 


e ediſing. And though we dare not take upon us 


to affirm, that it is ſo abſolutely complete and 


perfect, as not to need, or be capable of any alte- | 
ration for the better; (for that were preſumption. 


to think of any human compoſition ; and more- 
over might be of bad conſequence in prejudicing 
our minds againſt 7 real Improvements which 
the 


t 
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the wiſdom of our Governors may hereafter 20 


to propoſe;) yet thus much we may aſſuredly boaſt | 
concerning it, that ſearch all the Chriſtian World 
over, you will not any where find a Liturgy to be 
compared with it in every branch of excellence. 
Let it then be our care to eſteem and value it in 
proportion to its Worth; let us rejoice in it, and 5 
de thankful to God for 10 ineſtimable a benefit : 5 
and let us not be moved by thoſe vain and frivo= _ 
lous objections, which are now and then raiſed _ 
' againſt ſome parts of it by perſons, who, if they 
would ſpeak openly, have no greater fault to find 
with it, than that it falls not in with their weak 
and groundleſs prejudices, or perhaps their impi=- © 
ous and heretical errors. Let us hold faſt this 
form of found words, which we have been taugt, 
and which has already ſtood the trial of ages; and 
let us not be ready to exchange it for any exten | 


porary effuſions, no, nor for any premeditated 


Forms of private invention; which, becauſe they 
| have the grace of novelty to recommend them, or 
ar delivered perhaps with an unuſual tone of voice, 
or with an appearance of more than ordinary - 
warmth and fervor, are apt to make a ſtronger 
| impreſſion for the firſt upon perſons of weak judg- 
ment; but if ſoberly conſidered, or put to the 
proof 'of long experience, would be found to want 
much of that edifying grace, which is to be met 
with in our eſtabliſhed Form of Worſhip. But 
| above all, if we would be convinced by our o wn 
| experience of its ſalutary influence and efficacy, 
let us be careful to uſe it with that earneſtneſs A 
| attention, which ſhould ever accompany us in 


religious matters. For the true reaſon why ſome _ 


| are ſo little improved and affected by it, is becauſe 


1.5 are negligent in their manner of ſetting about 
But epi mes in in a point of ſo much concern 


[a 2. 
to our Salvation i is the moſt esc and fatal 
miſconduct we can be guilty of, To avoid which, 
and in order that we may reap the full benefit ad: | 
advantage of our excellent Common Prayer, let 
bie following Rules be e and carefully ob- : 
_ ſerved „ = 

 FirsT, Come not to our publick Prayers ous: 
out of Cuſtom, or for Faſhion ſake, as the manner 
of ſome is, but out of a ſincere obedience to God's 
commands, and with a ſure truſt and confidence i in 
his promiſes for his bleſing upon what you do. 
For which end, it will be very good and adviſcable, 
as you go to Church, ſeriouſly to bethink your- 
| ſelves whither you are going, and what you are 
to do there; that fo, laying aſide all other buſi- 
neſs, you may put yourſelves into a int Ng 1 
for ſo great a work. — 
7 ' SECONDLY, Frequent the public ſervi ice as 
often as you conveniently can, The oftener you 
attend it, the better you will like | it, and the more 
 edified you will find yourſelves by it. And there- 
fore do not ſatisfy yourſelves with hearing it once 
a week only, if you have leiſure and opportunity 0 
for doing it oftener. But for thoſe whoſe circum- 
ſtances or ſituation will not admit of a more fre- 
quent attendance, let them not fail however n 
any account of coming conſtantly to Church 
_ every Lord's day, on which due care is taken that 
every one ſhall have divine ſervice performed with- 
in his reach, and each ſingle houſeholder is obliged 
by the expreſs command of Almighty God to pro- 
vide both himſelf and thoſe belonging to him with 
ſufficient leiſure for the purpoſe. For this is one 
great end of the divine inſtitution of the Sabbath, 
and the principal of thoſe religious duties, which 
we are bound to obſerve on that day of reſt and 


: ceffation from 0 buſineſs. Take care 125 
| 155 8 and 
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38 and beware of rel pleas and es for the 
omiſſion of this ſo neceſſary duty; ſuch as, that 


you have not time, or are not ſufficiently clad, 


and the like. For what buſineſs can you poſlibly - 
have, that is half ſo important to you, as that of 
pPieparing for eternity? Or what are all the exter- 
nal ornaments of Dreſs, compared to a mind 
richly furniſhed with the graces and virtues of 
the Goſpel ? Better were it by far to come in the 
mieaneſt rags, than not to come at all; for God, 
whoſe judgment is more to be valued than Man's, 
locketh not at the outward appearance, but as 
cepteth the heart that is devoted to his ſervice, 55 
without diſtinction of poor or rich. Let us then. 
every one of us, reſolve to let flip none of theſe 5 
opportunities and means of Chriſtian Edifying, 
| which are put into our hands, leſt haply, if we 
neglect them now, we may one day or other wiſh _ 
wie had done otherwiſe, when milking. will d us - 
no good. . 


ITnmbiv, If poſſible, come always at the 


beginning of divine ſervice; otherwiſe you will 

certainly mils of ſomething that would have been 

8 edifying to you ; and perhaps of that, which at 
that time might have done you more good than all 


the reſt. Neither will you loſe the benefit only 
of part of it, but in ſome mealure of the whole 


too; all the parts of it being linked together in ſo 
: excellent a manner and method, that they influ- 
ence and aſſiſt each other. So that nothing can be. 


omitted either by Miniſter or People, but the 


whole will ſuffer by it, and loſe ſomething af © 


D 


that virtue and efficacy, which otherwiſe would | 
be found in it. 


 FourTaLY, All the while: you are in God" 8 


| houſe, carry yourſelves as in his ſpecial preſence, = 
and ſuitably to the work you 3 are about; ſtanding | 


while: 


f ( 38 9 - 
| while you praiſe God, and kein when you 
pray unto him, as our Church hath directed you. 


- For though theſe things may ſeem but little in 
tthemſelves, yet are they of great conſequence, 


both to our worſhipping of God aright, and to 
our being edified by what we do, as has been 
before ſhewn. | 
LAsTIx, Take ſpecial care all along to keep 
your minds intent upon the matter in hand ; when 
you confeſs your ſins to God, do it with an hea arty 
and ſincere repentance for all the errors of your 


lite paſt. When the Abſolution is pronounced, 5 


receive it with a firm and ſtedfaſt faith in Chriſt 


our Saviour. When you repeat or fing the Hymns 


or Pſalms, raiſe up your ſpirits as high as you can 
to join with thoſe above in praiſing and magnify- 
Ing the eternal God, When the word of God is 
read, hearken dilizently unto it, and confider 
ſeriouſly what he that hath made you faith to you, 
and requires of yon; and reſolve, by his bleſing, 
to believe and act accordingly. And all the while 
that you are upon your knees, putting up your 
petitions to the moſt high God, let your Whole 
ſouls be employed i in it, earneſtly deſiring the 200d 
things you pray for at his gracious hands, and 
a humbly confiding on his faithful promiſes for the 

granting of them. By this means you will per- 
form a reaſonable ſervice unto God, and by con. 
ſequence, that which will be very acceptable unto. 
Him, and as profitable and edifving to yourſelves, = 
| Whereas they that do not obſerve this rule, can- 

not properly be ſaid to pray or ſerve God at all. And 
therefore it is no wonder that they come to Church, a 
and hear the Common Prayer read, and yet are no 
way edified by it. Indeed it is impoſſible they 
| ſhould: foraſmuch as all the benefit and edifica- 

tion we can poſſibly receive from our devotions 


(#3 


depends very much upon the due intention of on So 
minds in the performance of them; to which, as 
has been obſerved, both a Form of Prayer M 
general, and our Form in e is a very 
great help: . 
DO but obſerve theſe plain and roctliary Rules 1 9 8 
in uſing the Common Prayer, (without which you 
cannot truly be ſaid to uſe, but rather to abuſe it) 
and you will ſoon find the truth of what has been 
faid concerning it, that al things are done in it ta _ 
 edfing; and chat it would prove a moſt powerful 5 
and efficacious means to render us pious and holy, _ 
loyal and virtuous, juſt and charitable, and there= | | 
by acceptable unto God; which indeed is tage 
very end and eſſence of all true Religion. For 
by our conſtant worſhipping of Almighty God 
in ſo ſolemn and devout a manner as this, uur 
hearts would be overawed with ſo great a fear of 
his divine Majeſty, that we ſhould never dare 


willingly to offend him. Our minds would be 


filled and impreſſed with ſuch a ſenſe of his power 4 
and ſovereignty, that we ſhould honour and re- 
verence it in thoſe whom he hath ſet over us. 
Our whole ſouls would be raiſed ſo much above 
the world and its temptations, that we ſhould not _ 
do an ill act for the ſake of gaining even the whole 
of it to ourfelves, In thort, we ſhould be every _ 
day more and more edified in Faith, in Love, in 

| Humility, in Self-denial, in Temperance, | wn 
Petience, and in all true grace and virtue; and 
we ſhould fo proceed from ſtrength to ſtrength, _ 
and from one degree of ſpiritual holineſs and ex- 
cellence unto another, that at length we ſhould _ 
arrive at perfection of happineſs and glory in the 
higheſt heavens, where eternity itſelf would be 
employed by us in adoring and praiſing the moſt 


kick and bleſſed Lord God; as for all other his 


mercies 


„ t 40 ) 
5 mercies vouchlafed unto us, ſo in a 1 patticular 
manner for his having made us members of ſuch 
a true and Apoſtolical Church, wherein all things 
5 ere done to ediſying. | 
___ Wricn God of his infinite. mercy grant that 
2 we may all do through our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, to whom with the Father, and the Ho'y 

- Ghoſt, be all honour and * World without 
0 400: Amen. e 


